This article will explore the traits of Sikh and Hindu Indian Thai naming by semantic domains.
Introduction
One of the most prominent and unique features of any and all societies is the names which its people bear. For it is in the names of the people that all of the roots and influences on that society and its culture are reflected. In Mphande's (2006) opinion, these special linguistic phenomena are not only self-significant but are also indicative of cultural and societal influences such as social status, legendary histories, and phonological processes. For all of these reasons, names are an important subject for linguistic study. According to James (1975) , the study of these influences takes place within the field of Ethnosemantics, which by definition focuses on the behavior of ethnic groups and attempts to understand the semantic domains (categories) used by each.
Ethnosemantics especially focuses on studying the vocabulary of a particular language given that the vocabulary will generally somewhat reflect the entire range of semantic ideas within that language's speakers.
The nation of India has been an important influence on Thailand, particularly with regard to the court system. Dhiravegin (2008) stated that, generally speaking, the Brahminism of the Indian subcontinent and its peoples has been one of the most powerful influencers on Thai beliefs and values. The Office of the Defence Attache, Royal Thai Embassy (2011) reports that currently there are approximately 150,000
Indian people living in Thailand; in addition to these, many have migrated to the nearby countries of Brunei, Indonesia, Singapore, and Malaysia. With regard to belief systems, the two main groups of Indians that have settled in Thailand can be differentiated into Hindus and Sikhs. The majority of these are Hindus.
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Archaeologists have discovered that it was during the era of Ashoka the Great that much of Indian culture was brought into Thailand by migrants; evidence for this includes the erection of several statues at the site of Phra Pathom in Nakhon Pathom and the site of Phing Tuk. The statues there have stood since the 3rd or 4th century A.D. (Coedès 1968 17-18) . Great conflict within India after the reign of King Rama V resulted in mass migration to Thailand.
Just over a century ago, the Sikh migration began. In 1885, two groups of Sikhs-the Khalsa and the Namdhari-migrated to Sukhumvit Road and Ban Khaek, Lampang, and Phitsanulok. Pongsapit (1991) stated that 91 Sikhs moved to Thailand at this time. Now, there are between 30,000 and 40,000 Sikh Indian Thais in the city of Bangkok, most of them having settled in Pahurat, Thaphra, Ban Khaek, Sukhumvit and Klongton.
From the perspective of the Thai people, most Hindus and Sikhs are seen as foreigners even though they have been granted legal citizenship as Thais. This is due to the fact that these peoples still adhere to their own native customs and traditions and still speak their native languages. Furthermore Thai Indians do not intermarry because of the great differences between the two cultures. One way for them to maintain their ethnic identity is by adhering to their traditional naming conventions, usually abstaining from the use of Thai names, except in certain circumstances.
Traditionally in India, names were based on location, religion, caste, and profession and were composed of a phrase, single unit-word, or word-division.
According to Kaushik (2000) , the probability of occurrence of the last name does not impact the reliable distribution in all terminology places. In many cases, the first part of a name will refer to the place of one's home, and the last part of a name will refer to caste or some other reference.
Previously there have been few studies about Indian Thai groups, and the research that has been done has tended to be about descriptive and historical features of these groups. This research focuses on Hindu and Sikh Indian Thais due to the fact that they are the largest and oldest groups in Thailand. This is the first study to inquire into the conventions for assigning names and surnames to Indian Thais in terms of ethnolinguistics and the cultural perspectives reflected in the names ©Universitat de Barcelona
Objective
The main intent of this research is to examine the linguistic structure of Indian Thai naming conventions. Various linguistic components of the names will be analyzed semantic domains.
Materials and Methods
This research will follow a standardized procedure involving the following four categories: (1) Data Limitation, (2) Data Preparation, (3) Data collection and (4) Data analyses.
Data Limitation
The data limitation for this research is Data for this research approximately 1000 Indian Thais in Bangkok, gathered for analysis of conventions and meanings.
Data Preparation
Important to this study will be the use of journals, articles, textbooks and theses that are pertinent to Indian Thai naming conventions. The theoretical frameworks therein will be important for this study. Foundational to this study will be the collection of data (Indian Thai names) from 1000 informants around Thailand (Bangkok, Pathumthani, Nakhon Pathom, Chonburi, Chiang Mai, Lampun, Lampang, Nakhon Ratchasrima, Phuket, Yala and Trang).
Data collection
For data about naming conventions, sources such as textbooks, dissertations, and journals will be consulted. This will allow the researcher to investigate the structures of ©Universitat de Barcelona the naming conventions and the word components themselves, leading to a coherent semantic analysis of social and cultural factors influencing naming conventions.
A sample base of approximately 1000 Indian Thais (500 being Sikh and 500 being Hindu) and their relatives will be interviewed for this research. The sample will consist of Indian Thais whose ancestors migrated to Thailand from India. This data will include focus groups within three to four generations per sample.
Data analyses
Because most Thai names are Sanskritized, the roots of the words/names must be determined. To do this, linguistic features will be analyzed from the data from an ethnolinguistic and semantic perspective. This will be followed by semantic analysis which will involve the categorization of the words based on meaning and a variety of socio-cultural factors. Finally, there will be a discussion of the findings.
Foundational to this study will be the collection of data (Indian Thai names) from 1000 informants around Thailand (Bangkok, Pathumthani, Nakhon Pathom, Chonburi, Chiang Mai, Lampun, Lampang, Nakhon Ratchasrima, Phuket, Yala and Trang).
Because most Thai names are Sanskritized, the roots of the words/names must be determined. To do this, linguistic features will be analyzed from the data from an ethnolinguistic and semantic perspective. This will be followed by semantic analysis which will involve the categorization of the words based on meaning and. Finally, there will be a discussion of the findings.
Hindu Indian Thai naming
Hindu Indian Thai names are influenced by a variety of social constructs, including the four castes: the brahmanas, or priests, representing purity; the kshatriyas, or warriors, representing courage; the Vaishyas, or businessmen, representing prosperity; and the Shudras, or laborers, representing hard work. The Shudras are often seen as the ©Universitat de Barcelona lowest caste in Indian society. Shudras include servants (Kaushik 2000: 13-42) .
Nowadays, more weight is put in personal preference than in caste. Cole & Sambhi (1978: 43-97) explained that in the Naming Ceremony of Sikhism, a hymn from the Granth (Sikhism's central text) is chosen at random. The first letter of the hymn, any letter of the alphabet, is chosen as the initial of the child's name. After this, the congregation is asked to suggest a suitable name beginning with that letter. The Sikh Indian Thais' naming can be divided into first names and surnames:
First names

Sikh Indian Thai naming
First names
Sikh Indian Thai first names can be analyzed into three semantic domains (Abstract, Entities, and Events). 
Surnames
The Sikh Indian Thai surnames can be analyzed into 3 semantic domains and several sub domains as follows:
Abstract semantic domain
Abstract domain is used for the Sikhs' surnames (52.57%) as in the following examples:
35.11% of surnames refer to religious character: The results of the data analysis are consistent with the concept of Nida (1975: 174) . The result exposed that a semantic sector is comprised of a number of meanings which share semantic elements.
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Popular Indian Thai Naming
Ferguson (1864) (Brown 1991: 115-140) . The second name, Neela/Nala, is the goddess of Nishadha Kingdom, child of Veerasena and possessed by the God Shani (Doniger 1999) . This name is associated with the Hindu female ideal. The third name, Mukta, represents freedom. This is reflected in the fact that many informants migrated from India to start a life in Thailand. (Cole & Sambhi 1995) and thus seeks to secure the privileges of all individuals. The second name, Deepak, means an oil light. The oil in the Deepak represents the dark part of a human spirit that people have a tendency to sustain, and burning the wick is typical of the atman (self). To accomplish illumination and unite with the preeminent force, one must dispose of materialism (Cole & Sambhi 1995) .
Male Sikh Indian Thai names
The third name, Hukam, is also associated with Sikhism. In the Sikh Scripture, Guru Nanak, the author of the religion, says: "O Nanak, by the Hukam of God's Command, we travel every which way in resurrection. The entirety of the Universe is liable to the Hukam of the Creator God. Nothing ever happens without the Will of Him." This is acknowledged as one of the essential ideas of Sikhism. For Hindu Indian Thai names, Hindi is the most popular for names, followed by
Punjabi and then Sanskrit. For Sikhs, Punjabi is the most popular for names, followed by 
Conclusion
The results of the data analysis are consistent with the concept of Nida (1975: 174) . The result exposed that a semantic sector comprises basically of a number of meanings which share certain semantic elements of each group. The salient of the semantic domains are religious characters. Hindu Indian Thais people named entities (natural and animals) that related to the main concepts of Hinduism. Values about holy God, spirit and cosmos are important to a person's lifestyle. Sikhism respects a monotheistic faith. Sikhism identifies God as the only One. God is the Designer of the Galaxy, courageous, not topic to time or area, and does not take beginning or die. It reflects that both of groups still believe firmly own philosophy of region.
